SURVEY ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN RUSSIA  
following the results of the Universal periodic review

YOUR NAME, ORGANIZATION___________________________________
CONTACT INFORMATION_______________________________________
Please answer the question «Do You agree with author’s position ?» for each thematic cluster.

You can choose 3 variants of answer.

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Remove unnecessary options.

Further, if possible, justify your position and make recommendations. 

One of the main objectives of our international activity is realization of the right to decent life for majority. 

We proposed the statement of NGO "Yakutia – Our Opinion", as a basis of urgent actions, available at http://yakutian.org/N1330901.pdf 
Please, write your conclusions on expediency of realization of these measures and, if necessary, offer your own recommendations. 

Please, submit the filled survey form to e-mail: post@yakutian.org 
Your information will be used in our international activity.

You will be informed on all significant results.

If you wish, your name or organization can be mentioned in our materials.  
1. Human rights legislation and institutions
Author's comment

Russia continues to create a semblance of ”rampant activity” on implementation of international standards. In reality, human rights in Russia are grossly violated. 

There are systemic problems associated with the lack of specific mechanisms for the full implementation of human rights, when law enforcement practices do not meet the declarations. 
There is no effective system of civilian control over activities of state authorities. The existing authority system led to actual elimination of social responsibility of officials at all levels.

Despite of implementation of administrative and budget reforms have still not met the legality and transparency in the expenditure of budgetary funds. 

In Russia there is no effective fight against corruption. Article 20 of the UN Convention against Corruption is not ratified. A number of existing international anti-corruption standards are not implemented.  According to the international organization Transparency International Russia ranked 154th on the annual Corruption Perceptions Index of 178 countries.
Political environment in Russia is not competitive. Rro-Kremlin United Russia party have a dominant position. There are violations of Principles of Democracy in Russian electoral system. 
You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
2. International cooperation in the field of human rights

Author's comment

Special procedure is one of the most effective tools of detailed consideration of the human rights situation. This mechanism provides to develop the most effective and comprehensive recommendations on elimination of the revealed violations.

Russian authorities are simply afraid to invite special procedures. They want to conceal negative human rights situation and avoid responsibility, as it will lead to disclosure of gross violations of human rights and adoption of relevant procedural decisions at the international level.
You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
3. Equality and non-discrimination – general issues

Author's comment 
There is no effective practice of accountability on the facts of discrimination. In most cases, law enforcement and judicial authorities refuse such cases. Successful cases of  discrimination in recruitment are exceptional.

You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
4. Promotion of tolerance. Combating racism,
racial discrimination and xenophobia

Author's comment

We note extremely low efficiency of counteraction to such crimes. The inaction of law enforcement agencies in this field provokes the growth of xenophobia and impunity for perpetrators. In some cases, law enforcement officials commit crimes on ethnic and religious basis.

You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
5. Right to life, liberty and security of the person.
Combating human trafficking

Author's comment

Russia’s information on absence of the practice of arbitrary detention, torture and excessive use of force is false. 

In Russia there are many facts of crimes against detainees citizens committed by law enforcement officials.

In most cases, consideration of applications is carried out formally and does not lead to prosecution of perpetrators. Often officers, who consider such messages, use the solidarity principle in their activity and cover up crimes by their colleagues. There is no effective control mechanism for considering such applications. 

According to human rights organizations accusations on complaints of torture are often imposed for less serious offences (abuse of power, coercion to testify). 

The law enforcement system of Russia is configured to mitigation of prosecution of guilty law enforcement officials, engaged in torture and violent actions. It leads to avoiding prosecution and stimulates growth of crime among law enforcement officials. 
You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
6. Administration of justice and the judicial system

Author's comment

There are serious problems of access to justice in Russia. Russian courts make a large number of unjust decisions.

There is deplorable human rights situation in Russia because Russians submit the maximum number of complaints to the European Court of Human Rights and the judges commit a large number of crimes.  

Corruption in Russia has systematic and comprehensive manner, but not isolated and sporadic. Corruption crimes are committed by not individual officials and law enforce officials, but the organized criminal community consisting of officials, judges and law enforcement officers. 

There are many instances of crimes committed by judges and avoiding responsibility. Often, the supervisory authorities cover up crimes by their colleagues. 

You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
7. Civil liberties, NGOs, 
human rights defenders, journalists and elections

Author's comment

Russian state policy is aimed at suppressing dissent and civil society. It encroaches on civil liberties. 

Legislative initiatives (laws on «foreign agents», treason, assembly, internet content restriction and other) aimed at restricting the activities of non-governmental human rights organizations and activists to prevent or repress criticism of the government.

According to Human Rights Watch the laws and government actions violate Russia’s international legal obligations to protect freedom of association, expression, and assembly and threaten the viability of Russia’s vibrant civil society.  

In the year since Vladimir Putin’s return to the presidency in May 2012, the Russian government has unleashed a crackdown on civil society unprecedented in the country’s post-Soviet history. The authorities have introduced a series of restrictive laws, harassed, intimidated, and in several cases imprisoned political activists, interfered in the work of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and sought to cast government critics as clandestine enemies, thereby threatening the viability of Russia’s civil society.    

Two of the new laws – the “foreign agents” law and the “Dima Yakovlev law” – clearly seek to limit, or even end, independent advocacy and other NGO work by placing new, draconian limits on association with foreigners and foreign funding.  
The “Dima Yakovlev law” essentially bans funding emanating from the United States for “political” NGO activity and bans NGOs whose work is “directed against Russia’s interests.”  
The treason law expands the legal definition of treason in ways that could criminalize involvement in international human rights advocacy.  

 As these laws were being debated and adopted, pro-government media outlets ran propaganda campaigns targeting prominent nongovernmental groups, accusing them of promoting Western interests in exchange for funding.   

 The “foreign agents” law expanded already extensive and intrusive state control over organizations that receive foreign funding by setting out additional reporting requirements and providing for additional inspections by government bodies. It equates receiving any foreign funding with being an agent of foreign interests. 
The term “foreign agent” in Russia is ubiquitously understood as spy or traitor, and it is difficult to avoid the impression that by adopting this law, Russian authorities sought to discredit and demonize certain civil society groups that accept foreign funding. 

The treason law broadened the definition of treason by adding the provision of “consultative or other assistance to a foreign state, an international or foreign organization … in activities against the security of the Russian Federation” to the list of actions that can constitute state treason. This new definition leaves broad room for officials to arbitrarily interpret and selectively apply it against individuals engaged in routine discussions with foreign counterparts or presenting human rights reports at international conferences. 
The United Nations Committee Against Torture, for example, said the law could be interpreted as prohibiting the sharing of information on the human rights situation in the Russian Federation with the UN. 
You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
8. Economic, social and cultural rights

Author's comment

According to official state data, less than 20% of the Russian population has income below the subsistence minimum. 
But really the majority of Russians live below poverty line because undervaluation of minimum social standards, low real purchasing power of cash income, unreliability of average statistical data, overestimating prices and tariffs. 

Real information on the actual socio-economic situation of Russia will be presented to the UN bodies. 

Absence of conditions for a decent life not only leads to lower quality of life, but also to elementary hunger and total poverty, consequence of which is physical extinction of population. 

It is a result of unfair distribution of national income in Russia which is spent only to ensuring good life officials and oligarchs. 
Living space in Russia (profitable business, high-paying jobs, lucrative public contracts) is distributed among officials and oligarchs, their relatives and friends. 

In these conditions it is impossible to create a comprehensive socially-oriented state policy.

You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
9. Rights of ethnic minorities and indigenous peoples
Author's comment

Russia presented false and untrue information. 

Indigenous peoples are still deprived of priority access to lands and natural resources, and cannot influence activities of industrial enterprises, operating on their traditional lands.  

Russian officials removed norms from legislation on free use of lands by indigenous peoples. 

Despite the adoption of the Federal law «On territories of traditional nature use of indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation» there is not a single territory of traditional nature use.
You answer

1. I agree completely.

2. I agree partially.

3. I do not agree.

Your recommendations
